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Late Blight of Potato
Recognize the problem
This common disease of potato and tomato can be devastating unless controlled. It 
affects leaves, stems and tubers, turning them brown or black and rotten. This disease 
will significantly reduce yield and cause potatoes to rot in store. Early blight is a similar 
disease, but early blight causes rings inside the brown spots whereas late blight does 
not.
Early symptoms include greasy looking, irregularly shaped gray spots on the leaves. A 
ring of white mold can develop around the spots, especially in wet weather. The spots 
eventually turn dry and papery. Blackened areas may appear on the stems. Tomato 
fruits can also be infected and will develop large, irregularly shaped, greasy gray spots.

Background
Potato blight is caused by fungi. Potatoes are more likely to be affected by blight when 
the weather is cold and wet, and when the plants are too close together. In cold and 
wet weather, the disease can kill the whole field of plants within 2-3 days. The disease 
infects leaves and will spread to the tubers. The disease can be carried in seed 
potatoes.

Management
• Use disease-free/clean seed for planting
• Use spacing of 60 x 30 centimetres for small varieties and 90 x 45 centimetres 

for tall varieties, so that the air and sun can dry the ground slightly
• When cool and foggy weather starts, preventive measures must be taken by 

spraying with fungicides, like mancozeb (e.g. Dithane M-45/Indofil M-45/ 
Haymancozeb) or iprovalicarb and propineb (e.g. Melody Duo) @ 0.2%. Spray 
weekly if the weather is wet and every two weeks if the weather is dry and cold 
until two weeks before harvest. Spray when the leaves are dry.

• Inspect the field regularly for signs of blight
• Irrigation must be stopped as soon as late blight infection is noticed
• With the start of late blight infection, spray with metalaxyl and mancozeb, e.g. 

Ridomil Gold @ 35 ml per 20 litre knapsack sprayer, 2-3 times at 7 days interval. 
Alternatively, spray with one of the following: 

◦ Fenamidone and mancozeb, e.g. Secure @ 2gm/L water
◦ iprovalicarb and propineb, e.g. Melody Duo @ 2gm + fenamidone and 

mancozeb, e.g. Secure @ 1gm /L water
◦ iprovalicarb and propineb e.g. Melody Duo @ 2gm + mancozeb e.g. 

Dithane M-45 @ 2gm / L water
• Remove and destroy all stems and leaves at least two weeks before harvesting, 

so the disease does not spread from the leaves to the potatoes when 
harvesting.

Scientific name(s) > Phytophthora infestans
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Early symptom of Late blight on 
Potato leaves. (Photo by Howard F. 
Schwartz, Colorado State University 
(CC BY))

Symptoms of late blight on potato 
stem. (Photo by Thorsten Kraska, 
University of Bonn, Germany)

When using a pesticide, always wear protective clothing and follow the instructions on the product label, such 
as dosage, timing of application, and pre-harvest interval.


