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Fruits affected by the fruit fly
Recognize the problem
The flies attack several fruit classes. They prefer half-ripe and yellow fruits. 
They damage the pulp of fruits and cause early fall. You cannot export the fruit 
if fruit flies are present.

The worms can be clearly seen in the fruits. They are more easily seen in 
guava and peach due to the color of their pulp.

There are several types of flies but the most important ones are Mediterranean 
fly and South American fruit fly.

The adults of the fruit fly show bright colours. They have yellow, black and 
brown spots and in females a tail can be seen. In one year, they can reproduce 
10 to 12 times.

The adult of the fruit fly is NOT the domestic fly or the common fly which is 
black.

Background
The females lay their eggs in the fruit. The worms are born from the eggs. 
When the fruits fall from the trees, the worms stay inside the fruit until they 
transform into flies that will lay more eggs in your crop.

Management
• Collect and bury fallen fruits 
• Observe the quantity of flies using traps 
• Collect the affected fruits 
• Make fruit harvest earlier 
• Spray with specific bioinsecticides such as Spinosad 

Scientific name(s) > Anstrepha fraterculus, Ceratitis capitata
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Damage in fruits. (Photo by David 
Fernández)

 

When using a pesticide, always wear protective clothing and follow the instructions on the product label, such 
as dosage, timing of application, and pre-harvest interval.


