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Late blight on Tomato
Recognize the problem
Late blight is a minor disease during the dry season; however it is most serious 
during cool moist conditions. Spores from the sick plant can move into a clean 
plant and infect it. 
At first, the disease causes irregular greenish or water soaked lesions on the 
leaves, stems and fruits. Leaf spots turn a bluish-grey colour and sometimes 
when the weather is wet have a white fuzzy growth around the margins of the 
spots on the undersides of the leaves. Infected leaves turn brown and wither, 
but stay attached to the plant. Fruits develop watery brownish green spots 
which develop on the upper half of fruit. The disease leads to a very quick 
death of the entire plant.

Background
The disease is spread by water splashes from the soil. The disease can also be 
spread by overhead irrigation and in overcrowded farms. The disease survives 
in old crop residues and other plants related to the tomato. There are varieties 
of tomatoes that are tolerant to the disease.

Management
Non-chemical control: 

• Practice crop rotation by avoiding tomato or related crops (e.g. Irish 
potatoes, capsicum, brinjals etc) for at least 3 to 4 seasons.

• Plant resistant varieties.
• Transplants should be free of disease.
• Stake the plant to keep them off soil.
• Mulch the plant to reduce water splashes.
• Irrigating during the day can help reduce the severity of the infection 

because this disease needs to have free water around to spread.
Chemical control: 

• Fungicide sprays should be applied as soon as the disease symptoms are 
seen, or before if there are prolonged periods of wet weather as these 
conditions favour the disease.

• These chemicals include copper oxychloride, Dimethomorph + Mancozeb, 
Famoxadone + Cymoxanil, Metalaxyl-M + Mancozeb and Mancozeb.

Scientific name(s) > Phytophthora infestans

The recommendations in this factsheet are relevant to: many countries where this pest or problem is present
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When using a pesticide, always wear protective clothing and follow the instructions on the product label, such 
as dosage, timing of application, and pre-harvest interval.


