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Tiny 2 mm black aphids on
bean (Source S. Nottingham)

Whole underside leaf covered
with 2 mm aphids (Source E.
Neering)

Keep field free from
weeds both before
and after planting.
Rotate with crops
such as maize and
other cereals which
are not in the family
of legumes. Do not
rotate with any other
bean, nor with
groundnuts or peas.
Grow irrigated beans
in colder months
such as from May to
July when there are
few aphids.
Avoid using broad
spectrum
insecticides that
would kill beneficial
insects, like
ladybirds and
hoverflies that eat a
lot of aphids.

Look for sticky sooty
honeydew, a sugary
substance on both
sides of the leaves
and stems that is
produced by aphids.
Look for black or
dark green aphids
(small, 2 mm pear
shaped soft insects)
on the underside of
leaves or along
stems. They usually
sit in groups.
Scout the field every
3 to 5 days from 3
leaf stage up to the
pod stage to see if
numbers are rapidly
increasing.
Consider action
when you see 30 to
40 aphids or more
per plant.

Use a mixture of neem and
ash (such as Neemrosa
products). Usually applied at
50g/Litre water, but double-
check labels. Spray into the
bean leaf canopies.
Spray bean leaf canopies
with a strong jet of water to
dislodge the insect to the
ground. Do not do this if
beans suffer diseases as
splashes spread diseases.
Spray garlic/pepper made of
3 garlic cloves crushed in a
container with lid, ¼
teaspoon of pepper and
water + 1 teaspoon of liquid
dish washing soap. Spray
into the bean leaf canopies
in the late afternoon when
the weather is calm. Do not
spray during sunshine.

When using a pesticide or botanical, always wear protective clothing and follow
the instructions on the product label, such as dosage, timing of application, pre-
harvest interval, max number of sprays, restricted re-entry interval. Do not empty
into drains and water sources.

WHO toxicity class II pesticides might not be allowed in local

Spray into bean leaf canopies in late
afternoons when weather is calm.
Azadirachtin based products
(NIMBECIDIN E, and others). Moulting
disruptor pesticide group which also
inhibits egg laying. Refer to label for
doses.

Not classified by WHO, but
considered unlikely to present
acute hazard in normal use; pre-
harvest interval p.h.i: 3 days;
restricted re-entry interval r.e.i. 1
day after spray; Toxic to fishes.

Do not spray flowering crops or field
margins as products are bee toxic:
Malathion - based products (such as
Bluecross, Gammatox, Malathion 50EC,
or others). Refer to label for application
rates. Organophosphate group.

WHO class III (slightly acute
hazardous); p.h.i: 7 days; r.e.i. 1
day after spray; max 2 sprays per
season in minimum of 7 days
interval. Toxic to water organisms.

Acetamiprid - based products (such as
GOLAN, ACETAM 20SL, ATS
Acetamiprid 200SL, PROAMIPRID 200SL
or others). Usually applied at 35/l but
check labels. Neonicotinoid.

WHO class III (slightly acute
hazardous); p.h.i. 7 days; r.e.i. 1
day; maximum 2 sprays in
minimum of 7 days intervals.
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