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Bean aphids (Photo by Ben
Sale, CC BY)

Heavy attack of black aphids
on a bean plant (Photo by A.M.
Varela, icipe)

Aphids on bean pod (Photo by
Stephen Dalton)

Conserve natural enemies
e.g. by avoiding spraying
broad spectrum
insecticides
Cover plants with agro nets
(size 400 µm) to exclude
the pest from crop
Apply adequate manure to
ensure high plant vigour
Grow plants with repellent
effects on the aphids
Smoking once a week can
prevent the pest from
colonizing beans: use dry
cow dung and green herb/
shrub leaves to make
smoke, which should be on
the direction of wind to
ensure full coverage of the
smoke in the farm
Plant mixed bean varieties,
this can drastically prevent
aphid infestation levels

Scout for attendant ants
climbing up and down bean
plant. Keenly you will see the
immobile aphids on the
underside of leaves or stems.
Sometimes the aphids have
wings (these are starting to
settle on the crop)
Scout for slow moving grey to
blackish insects that are
normally in colonies on
underside of leaves as well
as on soft new shoot tips or
buds.
Look for sticky, honeydew
that is covered in a black
sooty mould on lower foliage
Threshold: Examine 20 to 30
plants randomly in the field. If
2 or 3 of those plants have at
least two aphid colonies
institute control measures.

Spray the infested
areas of a plant with a
strong jet of water to
keep aphid numbers
down
Spray both sides of the
leaf with soapy water (1
ml/1 l water). Spray
early in the morning or
evening so that the
spray does not dry
quickly.
NB: Sprays should be
done on the underside
of leaves: invert the
nozzle to ensure proper
coverage
Biocontrol products
such as Aphidius spp.
(which can be
purchased locally in
biontrol companies in
Kenya)
Apply botanical
pesticides such as
neem

When using a pesticide always wear protective clothing.

Follow the instructions on the product label, such as dosage, timing of
application, pre-harvest interval, max number of sprays, restricted re-
entry interval.

Do not empty into drains; deposit containers on places constructed by
MOALF for dubbing

Always consult recent list of registered pesticides (PCPB)

Spray with Alpha-
cypermethrin –based
products (ALBAZ 10 EC;
ALFACYPER M EC;
ALFAGOLD 100 EC; and
many others). Follow label
instructions on rates and
safety. Spray Lambda-
cyhalothrin containing
products (e.g. Karate)

WHO toxicity class II (moderately
hazardous). PHI 3 days. Apply a
maximum 2 sprays per season. This
class of pesticides has high risk to
bees hence should be avoided and
replaced with a more friendly product,
III or IV. The products are toxic to
aquatic organisms. Does not work well
in hot weather.

Apply Acetamiprid
containing products e.g.
AMAZING TOP 100 WDG.
Spray with Thiamethoxam
based products e.g. Actara

WHO toxicity class III (slightly
hazardous). PHI 7 days. Very toxic to
aquatic life with long lasting effects.
Avoid using product with similar mode
of action for more than 3 times in a
season; resistance will develop
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